
 

In January of this year I felt led to start writing a 366 page 

devotional book to raise money for the Love INC Ministry. 

Not being a published author I was amazed when a publish-

ing house agreed to partner with us on the project. The book 

is almost complete and should be ready for sale this fall. All 

proceeds, less printing costs, will go directly to the ministry 

of Love INC. There has even been interest in a few market-

ing venues across the nation to help us distribute it. Our 

prayer is the book will be a tool God uses to bring people 

closer to Him and a great source of additional revenue to 

help us move closer to building the Community Center and 

Love INC Campus. If you would like to know more about this 

project, or help us with the printing costs, call me, Lois, at 

466-7810 ext. 7. 

I have always gotten a chuckle from the car-

toon characters who jump or are pushed off 

the cliff and find themselves hanging onto a 

twig that is slowly breaking away from the 

rock wall. But sometimes that is how I feel 

as we continue to step out in faith to the 

new opportunities God brings us. It seems 

we often have to take a leap of faith, not 

knowing if we will find solid footing beneath 

us. But I have never found myself clinging to 

a tiny, weak branch when I have sought to 

be obedient to where the Lord is leading. It 

is much more like having a bungee cord 

attached around my waist, and even though 

I feel like I’m falling out of control, I know 

when I reach the end of my rope the bungee 

cord pulls me upward and I realize God’s my 

anchor.  He’s in control, not me, and I need 

to enjoy the ride because He’s in the drivers 

seat. 

 The year 2009 has been 

a year of new growth. We 

started another relational 

program called “New Day” 

to help those who are 

struggling with displace-

ment due to the present 

economy. It is different 

from our longer-term pro-

gram “New Hope,” but has 

some similar classes as we 

seek to help people get through this difficult 

time. 

 The Grace Place, our new resale store, 

opened in June and we are already expand-

ing the storefront to sell adult clothing. 

 With increased ministry need and growing 

donations we face continual space needs 

and keep looking up for His provision as we 

step out in faith.  

 So even though I may look like a cartoon 

character hanging on for dear life, I know 

Whose I am and Who holds me in His hands. 

We are safe in His care, so don’t be surprised 

if you see us stepping into thin air—God’s got 

us covered. 

 

Lois Tupyi—Executive Director  

& National Advisor 

 

August  2009 

Treasure Linc  
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Want to know about how 

you can serve through 

the ministry of Love INC?  

Contact Gwyneth at 466-

7810 ext. 3 and make 

arrangements to attend 

a one-hour volunteer ori-

entation meeting and 

tour our campus.  There 

is a multitude of service 

opportunities with vary-

ing time commitments 

within the ministry. 
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“Before Love INC we kinda-sorta had a budget. We knew that credit cards 

and loans were bad news (due to hindsight of course) and we sorta made 

things work, day to day…week to week.  Dave had no clue about where our 

money went and neither one of us thought twice about all of the extras we 

were throwing money at:  eating out once a week at least, rounds of sodas 

when we got gas, this and that at Wal-Mart.  We were really good at 

learning how to juggle the bills from month to month.  We would argue 

about the lack of money, totally oblivious to the choices we were making 

with the money that we had. 

 

Dave is a self-employed flooring installer and his business bottomed out 

when the rest of the construction screeched to a stand still.  I am a 

housewife and college student.  We were calling everywhere looking for 

some agency to bail us out of our situation. Our power was getting turned 

off,  we were 2 months behind on our mortgage and we have three boys at 

home.  We heard about Love INC through our family. They were enrolled in 

the program.  They told us to check them out...but we didn’t.  Then we mentioned our situation to some friends at church... 

they said the same thing…“call them, talk to them...see what they can do for you.”  Finally, when we had nowhere else to go, 

we gave in.  To be honest, we were looking for an instant fix.  We needed help yesterday...having to go through a program 

didn’t sound like something that would be beneficial.  We felt like we were able to control our debt and told the voice on the 

other end of the phone “we don’t have debt, this program isn’t for us” but they encouraged us to at least come in to orientation 

before we made a decision.  That was one of the best decisions that we have ever made. 

 

The first thing we learned is that people who don’t even know us are praying for us and for everyone involved in the program.  

This program is exactly what we needed to wake us up to the real world and learn valuable skills that were never taught to us…  

or, if they were, we refused to learn.  Since we started the program in August 2008, we have learned how to budget a month at 

a time. We learned that following the cooking program (once a month cooking) isn’t really that hard and it saves both time and 

money.  We’ve learned how to keep our business funds separate from our personal funds and we now have 2 different savings 

accounts as well.  It is much easier to see where our money is and SHOULD be going.  We have been able to tithe faithfully to 

our church and pay off what little debt we had (a few bills in collections).  We have received an oil change, van repairs, gas 

vouchers, and pantry orders.  This past year our kids would not have had any Christmas gifts, let alone a house to gather in.  

With the help of kind sponsors and skills that we have learned, we were blessed with both. 

 

We have seen a huge difference in our family life.  We no longer fight about money, we simply ask…“is it in the budget?”  We 

do not miss our debit cards and we have a valuable skill set that we can teach our children.  It is easy to see that it is not by 

our efforts.  To look at our monthly budget sheets you would see bright red numbers and a negative balance almost every 

month.  Every month end, when I tally the sheet, we come out ahead.  It is not by our doing.  By ourselves we were drowning.  

With the help of Love INC, by the power of prayer and the grace of God, we have found a solid foothold and there is hope on 

the horizon.” 

 

A New Relational ProgramñNew Day 
Love INC seeks to identify and fill needs in the community. With the current downturn in the 

job market there were individuals needing the New Hope Relational Program who were un-

able to attend due to lack of funds or scheduling problems. We saw this as a wonderful op-

portunity to step in and offer assistance at their place of need. 

 The NEW DAY program is a new relational program designed to walk with people 

through times of transition. Our intent is not only to help teach families healthy budgeting, 

but to surround them with the love of Christ during a time of transition in their lives. Classes 

are geared to help those displaced economically, as well as emotionally, during our present 

economic challenges.  

 The program is geared for four month sessions and includes Basic Budgeting classes, Job Skills, Penny Pinching, Bible 

Studies and group Budget Counseling sessions. We just completed our first four months of classes with four families.  Elaine, 

one of the clients, said it was very encouraging and helpful. She felt there was no other place that offered anything like this for 

people in situations similar to hers. The clients have a chance to get weekly groceries from our pantry, as well as other re-

sources within the ministry. We are already seeing God at work in the lives of our families and are excited to see all He has in 

store for this new program.  

Love INC of Treasure Valley 

New Hope Client Testimonial 

Dave and Marcie Flatt  



One of our new ventures is start-

ing the resale shop, The Grace 

Place. We opened our doors 

June 10th and are so excited 

about the new opportunities it 

brings us. Everything in our store 

is donated and we focus on high

-end home furnishings, decora-

tive items, kitchen ware, books, 

adult clothing and baby items. 

Shoppers have commented on 

how attractive and affordable it 

is. All proceeds go directly back 

to the ministry so we can continue to grow our programs.  

The store brings new volunteer opportunities and a need to increase the donations of store-quality merchandise. Volunteering, 

donating product, or shopping are all ways for you to support the ministry of Love INC. For more information, call the store at 

442-0900 or the Love INC office at 466-7810, extension 3.  Store 

hours are Wednesday through Friday 10:00 am—5:00 pm and 

Saturday 10:00 am—2:00 pm.  
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The Grace Place    Love INC Resale Shoppe 

Love INC of Treasure Valley 

Lydia Christian, (left), one of our store managers,  

with our first customer. 



 

16446 Franklin Blvd. 

P.O. Box 3404 

Nampa, Idaho 83653 

Phone: 208-466-7810 

Fax: 208-466-7833 

www.loveinctv.org 
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Return Service Requested 

Craig Zickefoose joined the Love INC staff in May and is managing the donation center.  He 

recently returned stateside after 24 years on the mission field in Venezuela, Haiti and Ec-

uador. We feel blessed to have him join our team.   

 

Love INC accepts donated items of all kinds. When-

ever possible and appropriate these items are placed 

locally to meet an identified client need. Excess and 

specialty items may be placed in our resale store and 

sold to support and expand ministry in the Treasure 

Valley. Additional product Love INC cannot place or 

sell is passed on to other helping entities such as the 

Lighthouse Rescue Mission, Salvation Army, commu-

nity shelters, Goodwill and The ARC, to name a few. 

 

Donations should be in good condition, working order 

and clean. Please call if you are uncertain whether we 

can use your donation in our ministry.  

 

To schedule pickup of your large donations call the 

Love INC office at 466-7810 ext. 8. Love INC is a 

501© 3 and your donations are tax-deductible. You 

will receive a receipt in the mail for your donation. 

Donation Drop Hours: 

TuesdayñFriday  

8:30 amñ3:30 pm 

Saturday 9:30 amñ1:30 pm 

 

Donation Center Location 

16444 N. Franklin Blvd, 

Nampa 83687 

Helping Churches Help People 


