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This newsletter has been a joy to put to-
gether. My husband is always reminding me
that we need to pause occasionally and re-
flect where we’ve been to really appreciate
where we are currently. As | worked at put-
ting together the statistics from the last
seven years, | was reminded how faithful
God is. It seems fitting that “TRUST” is our
focus in 2009 as we see how trustworthy
God has been every step of the journey.

| couldn’t put together a reflection of our
journey without including some of the sto-
ries from clients in our New Hope Relational
Program. | felt it would be appropriate to
not only show where they came from, but to
celebrate how God has continued to trans-
form and move in their lives, well after their
time in the program. Each story gives cause
to rejoice as we see how faithful God is to
those who desire to honor Him in all aspects
of their lives.

Throughout the past year, God has been
teaching me how important it is to enjoy the
journey as we go. | have a tendency to get
so focused on the destination or goal, that |
forget to enjoy the moment. It’s not “if” we'll
make the journey, but “how” we’ll do it that

counts. The Bible talks about the joy of the
Lord being our strength and that God works
through our praises. | want to grow in my
faith until | embrace everything that comes to
me or Love INC as directly from God, specifi-
cally sent to shape and mold us into His like-
ness. “For our light and momentary troubles
are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all,” 2 Corinthians 4:17. |
want those watching to hear us sing His
praises as we call out words of encourage-
ment to each other along the way.

It's good to look at where we've been, but it's
even better to look forward with great antici-
pation to where we are going. There are
many new and wonderful upcoming opportu-
nities for the ministry of Love INC. In 2009 “I|
want to throw off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles, and run with
perseverance the race marked out for us,
fixing our eyes upon Jesus, the author and
perfecter of our faith,” Hebrews 12 1&2.
There is a promised joy in the journey when
Jesus is our constant companion.
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The New Hope Relational Program is in its seventh year and we 189
have much to celebrate. Over 475 families have enrolled in the
program through the years and more than $1,350,000 of non-
secured debt has been paid. The insert inside this newsletter
contains stories from some of our past clients as they reflect on
how the program has continued to impact their lives in powerful 102
ways. As we put this piece together we were so encouraged to 88

see that the changes made were not just for the year they
spent with us, but has transformed them and their children’s
lives, helping even the next generation. We continue to believe 40
that the Church is the answer to our present day challenges.
We are moving beyond sustaining people in need as we invest
ourselves, our time, and our talents to help people move out of
need and into the fullness of life that God has promised to all.

Average Weekly Attendance at New Hope Program
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Love INC vivifies the Body of Christ. There are plenty of things that work against unity in the body.
We do not all agree on worship styles and practice, nor do we all agree on the fine points of theology. But
when, on Christ’s behalf, we teach a skill, stock a food pantry, fix a bike, knit a sweater, or do any of a
host of other redemptive efforts, we complete the body of Christ. When, through kingdom work, we stand
and work with our brothers and sisters in Christ, we are giving muscle and flesh and imparting life to dry
bones.

This work by the Body of Christ keeps the Church relevant. We are not just making an argument
for God and His plan of salvation. By engaging in redemptive activity in the power of the Holy Spirit we
deliver an experience of God against which there is no argument. We are not working to convince, we are working to help.

Not only do we promote a unified body, we also enable the guiding principle of Christianity—Love. The name says it—
Love In the Name of Christ. The two great commandments are to love God and love your neighbor. On these two command-
ments hang all the laws and the prophets. God’s love is more than a warm feeling or a spoken word of compassion. In these
uncertain times, nothing is more certain than God’s redeeming love demonstrated in the person of Jesus Christ. The Church
has a critical role as a source of hope in its community as it brings solutions through redeeming activity—Love. Love INC is an
example of this and the Church remains our greatest source of hope.
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The leadership Board of Love INC of
Treasure Valley is always prayerfully con-
sidering how to grow the ministry to meet
the client needs. With the present econ-
omy the need for our services has
sharply increased, while our financial
resources have decreased. In response,
we have decided it is the season to ex-
pand our ministry with the opening of a
resale boutique, selling donated product
and generating additional income.

Q: What is a resale boutique?

A: A store selling attractively displayed
donated product to the public.

Q: What makes it different from other
second-hand stores?

A: We will focus on high-end product
such as antiques, china, glass and dish-
ware, home furnishings, pictures, collect-
ables etc. Great attention will be given
to presentation and detail.

Q: Where will the product come from?

A: We will accept donations from anyone
in our community and will seek quality
donations from estate sales, people
wanting to change their décor etc.

Q: Why is Love INC going to sell some of
its donated product?

A: Love INC currently receives more prod-
uct than we can place with clients. Right
now we pass this surplus product onto
other entities, many of whom sell the
product we give them. Some of the prod-
uct donated is not easily placed with cli-
ents, but would be appropriate to sell,

such as antiques, china, furniture with
glass etc.

Q: Will Love INC continue to give product
away to people in need?

A: Love INC will always strive to meet the
clients’ requests first and only sell sur-
plus or inappropriate client product in
the store.

Q: What will be done with the money gen-
erated from the store?

A: Love INC needs to expand its revenue
base to grow the ministries. Our current
funding base relies 100% on donations
within the community. Generating reve-
nue from donated product will increase
our funding base and allow us to in-
crease our ministries.

Q: Why should | donate to Love INC?

A: Donating sellable product is another
way for you to support the ministry of
Love INC without writing out a check or
giving cash.

Q: When does Love INC plan to open the
store?

A: Love INC is currently seeking a store-
front location in the community. We
have recently hired a warehouseman to
oversee our donations and will be hiring
someone to oversee the store in the near
future. Once these plans are in place,
we will be focused on increasing our do-
nations so we can open and support an
active store.

Q: What can | do to help get the store

going?

A: Go through your cupboards and do-
nate nice things you no longer use or
need. You can also let others know of
this new opportunity to help the ministry.
We will pay rent on the secured space,
without revenue, until we can get the
store opened, so any financial assis-
tance directly related to opening the
store would also be of help.

Q: Who is Love INC’s target shopper?

A: We hope our store attracts people
from all walks of life, anyone wanting
high quality merchandise at a good price.
Q: How is Love INC advertising this new
opportunity?

A: Initially all of our advertisement will be
done through our church partners and
volunteers. As we generate some in-
come from the store sales we will be
able to market to a broader audience.
Word of mouth will be extremely impor-
tant to us as we begin this new venture.
Q: Who will work in the store?

A: We will hire staff to manage the store,
but most of the work will be done by vol-
unteers from our churches. There will be
a wide variety of new volunteer opportu-
nities from accepting, sorting, cleaning,
repairing, and tagging donations to store
design and sales.

Q: I have more questions, who should |
contact?

A: Call the Love INC office at 466-7810
ext. 3 for Gwyneth.
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Vision Statement 2009 Each year our annual Vision Statement becomes a center-
ing point to help us stay focused on something special God
has put on our hearts. Last year our Vision Statement fo-
cused on FAITH—Fully Anticipating the Impossible Through
Him, and the year proved to be filled with opportunities that
stretched and grew our faith. It's exciting to look expec-
tantly every day for God to work beyond our ability to imag-
ine and believe Him for the impossible.

As we enter into 2009, God has revealed trust in an exciting
and fresh light. He is showing us that trust is faith in action.
It is living out what we believe. We can say we have faith,
but trust is the opportunity to exhibit that faith to all who
are watching. Trust is a choice made daily: to trust— not
fear, to trust— not worry, and trust— regardless of the cir-
cumstances around us. If we truly believe and have faith
that God is Who He says He is and can do all that He says
He can do, then we must live out that faith by trusting Him
in all ways, for all things, at all times.

At all times

Do not let your hearts be troubled.
We are entering 2009 with complete trust that God is all

sufficient and omnipotent. Our prayer is that we will experi-
John 14:1 ence His peace and exhibit the joy that comes from trusting
Him for everything within our lives and this ministry.
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Trust in God; Itrust also in me.




